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... And I now must make the choice again of how best to serve music, and serve people
through it. Should I spend whatever days the good Lord gives to me going back to my
first love, the piano, and playing all the Beethoven Sonatas again? Should I just go on
being a conductor playing all the Brahms Symphonies again year after year? Should I
devote myself only to being a composer and writing the various kinds of music that I do

write? When you get to be 71, you consider such problems.

My decision has been, without too much difficulty, to spend most of the
remaining energy and time the Lord grants me with education, sharing as
much as I can with younger people — especially with very much younger
people —, whatever I know not only about music, but also about the arts, and
not only about arts, but also about the relation between art and life. And
about being oneself, finding one’s self, “knowing who you are” and doing the
best possible job. If I can communicate some of this to as many young people

as possible in the years that remain to me, I will be a very happy man.

This Pacific Music Festival is one very large aspect of this commitment, which I hereby

make for the rest of my life.

Leonard Bernstein
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